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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Life sciences expert will address commencement 
Juan Enriquez, one of the world's preeminent 
authorities on the economic and political 
impacts of the life sciences, will address the 
Grand Valley community as the keynote April 
commencement speaker and at a lecture. 
Also at commencement, Mark R. Luttenton, 
associate professor of biology, will receive 
the Outstanding Educator Award and Rosa L. 
Fraga will receive the Distinguished Alumna 
Award. 
Enriquez is the chairman and CEO of 
Biotechonomy LLC, a life sciences research 
and investment firm that he founded. He also 
serves as president and chief business officer 
for Synthetic Genomics, a company he co-
founded last year. 
He was the founding director of Harvard 
Business School's Life Sciences Project. 
While at Harvard, he wrote the best-selling 
As the Future Catches You, an analysis of the 
impact of genomics on business and society. 
His latest book, Untied States, explores why 
some countries disappear and others flourish 
Across Campus 
Marchers remember Chavez 
as technology 
advances. 
He will also 
address the 
campus com-
munity on 
April 28 at 
a lecture in 
the Cook-
De Vos Center 
for Health 
Sciences. 
For more 
information 
about that 
event, con-
tact Bonnie 
Juan Enriquez 
Harvard University, is part of a world discov-
ery voyage led by the man who sequenced the 
human genome. The sailing voyage, which 
involves numerous institutions and scholars, 
will sample microbial genomes throughout the 
world's oceans. 
He had served as CEO of Mexico City's 
Urban Development Corporation, chief of staff 
and economic policy coordinator for Mexico's 
secretary of state and as a member of the 
Peace Commission that negotiated a cease-fire 
in Chiapas' Zapatista rebellion in 1994. 
Luttenton joined Grand Valley's faculty in 
1989. Since that time, he has been actively 
involved in research projects at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute. 
Dawdy at xl2100 or dawdyb@gvsu.edu. 
Enriquez's commencement speech will be 
April 29, during the 10 a.m. ceremony at Van 
Andel Arena in Grand Rapids. 
Enriquez, who has earned bachelor 's and mas-
ter's of business administration degrees from 
An expert in stream ecology and exotic spe-
cies, Luttenton 's current research focuses 
on the impact of zebra mussels on aquatic 
communities in the Muskegon River. He has 
conducted research projects in many states and 
see 'Commencement ' on page 2 
···--------------------------
List of campus summer camps 
available online 
Work Life Connections is compiling a list of Grand Valley camps and 
programs that will be offered this summer. 
Departments offering a camp can submit information to Work Life 
Connections, via e-mail to smitlesl@gvsu.edu. This list will then be dis-
played online at www.gvsu.edu/worklife. 
Grand Valley gets 
national attention for best value 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Participants march past the Student Services Building on March 31 
to honor civil rights leader Cesar Chavez. The event concluded a 
week of events, sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs, 
to celebrate Chavez's contributions. 
Grand Valley is one of the nation's best value undergraduate institutions 
according to The Princeton Review. Grand Valley is featured in the 2007 
edition of "America's Best Value Colleges." Grand Valley was selected 
because of its excellent academics , generous financial aid packages and 
relatively low costs. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
More than 30 factors were used to rate Grand Valley in four categories. 
The university was chosen based on data obtained from Grand Valley 
administrators and student surveys. The Princeton Review recommended 
only 150 colleges nationwide for excellence in academics, tuition costs, 
financial aid and student borrowing. 
In September, Grand Valley was named as one of America's 100 Best 
College Buys for the 10th consecutive year by Institutional Research 
and Evaluation, Inc. in Georgia. Institutional Research identifies the 100 
American colleges and universities providing students the very highest 
quality education at the lowest cost. 
GVSU expert called to Lansing 
An expert from Grand Valley presented research on the Great Lakes coastal 
wetlands to joint committees in the state House and Senate on March 28. 
The Senate Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Committee and 
the House Natural Resources, Great Lakes, Land Use and Environment 
Committee met for a joint session and heard from Don Uzarski, assistant 
professor of water resources and research scientist at the Annis Water 
Resources Institute. 
He spoke about the general Great Lakes coastal wetlands structure and 
function and the results of a two-year study on the impacts of the removal 
of vegetation from Great Lakes bottomlands. 
The study, conducted by Uzarski, several Grand Valley students and col-
laborators from Michigan State University, determined that vegetation 
removal impacted chemical and physical conditions as well as the fish and 
invertebrate communities of the wetlands. Their work was the result of a 
directive from earlier legislation. 
In 2003, the Michigan Legislature enacted legislation allowing beach 
grooming of Michigan Great Lakes bottomlands by owners of lakefront 
property on any of the Great Lakes and Lake St. Clair. Beach mainte-
nance activities of exposed bottomlands between the ordinary high water 
mark and the existing waters edge were exempted from the requirement 
to obtain a permit unless mowing in excess of 100 feet of frontage was 
planned. 
This legislation directed the MDEQ to determine the impacts of beach 
grooming on groomed areas. 
Uzarski, with students Keto Gyekis and Matthew Cooper, and MSU 
collaborators Thomas M. Burton and Dennis A. Albert conducted the 
research needed to determine such impacts on groomed beaches and adja-
cent wetland ecosystems. 
National champs 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Members of the Laker women's basketball team sign autographs for 
young fans during an event April 5 at the Meijer in Standale. The team 
won the NCAA Division II national championship on March 25 with a 58-
52 win over American International. Head coach Dawn Plitzuweit was 
named Division II coach of the year. 
···--------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 35 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum @ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331 -2221. Fax: 616-
33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GYNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYli-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Commencement will also highlight award winners 
continued from page 1 
abroad in Costa Rica, Belize, Bahamas and Trinidad. 
Luttenton earned a bachelor's degree from Central 
Michigan University, a master's degree in aquatic 
biology from the University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse and a doctorate from Bowling Green State 
University. 
For more than 30 years, Fraga has been an educator 
and a leader in developing community-based learn-
ing programs for disadvantaged and immigrant com-
munities. 
She retired last year from her most recent position, 
administrator at Adelante High School in Grand 
Rapids, an innovative alternative high school that 
targets Hispanic and other immigrant youth. She 
helped establish Adelante 10 years ago. 
Fraga also directed the bilingual education depart-
ment for Grand Rapids Public Schools, provid-
ing guidance to principals in curriculum, staffing, 
program design and assessment. As director of the 
Hispanic Institute for Community Education, she 
facilitated a comprehensive adult education center 
with emphases on English as a Second Language, 
and U.S. citizenship instruction that served about 
500 students annually. 
Fraga earned a bachelor's degree in sociology from 
Grand Valley in 1972 and a master's of education 
degree 10 years later. 
What·s Ahead 
GVSU sponsors 1 Dollars and 
Data 1 census workshop 
Several local institutions are sponsoring a work-
shop designed to help businesses and nonprofits 
use the U.S. Economic Census to get a snapshot 
of industries at the county, state or national level. 
The event is sponsored by the Community 
Research Institute, part of Grand Valley 's 
Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
and Nonprofit Leadership. Other sponsors are 
Grand Valley's Seidman College of Business, 
the Michigan Small Business & Technology 
Development Center and the Right Place of 
Greater Grand Rapids. 
The workshop will focus on investigating current 
market situations and discovering new markets. 
Business owners and nonprofit leaders will learn 
about the Economic Census and how to apply the 
data to their companies and products. They will 
also receive assistance in identifying new oppor-
tunities from online resources. 
"Dollars and Data" will be held Tuesday, April 
11, from 8 a.m.-noon at Loosemore Auditorium 
in the De Vos Center. 
For more information, contact the Michigan 
Small Business & Technology Development 
Center at xl 7370 or the Community Research 
Institute at xl 7585. 
Russian pianist to perform 
during Arts at Noon 
The Arts at Noon Series at Grand Valley will end 
this season with a rare American appearance by 
Russian pianist Elena Kuschnerova. 
This major artist was born into a musical family 
and has made her home in Germany since 1992. 
She is known to American audiences chiefly by 
her distinguished recordings of repertoire, rang-
ing from Bach to Stravinsky. Many of these have 
been awarded prizes by such publications as the 
American Record Guide and the music magazine 
SCALA. 
Kuschnerova will perform Tuesday, April 11 , at 
noon in the Cook-DeWitt Center. For more infor-
mation call the music department at xl3484. 
Presentations address 
long-term care insurance 
Two brown bag lunch presentations, sponsored 
by Work Life Connections, will address issues 
surrounding long-term care insurance. 
Asa Lakeman, a Grand Valley alumnus, will give 
two presentations: on Wednesday, April 12, in 
the De Vos Center, room 303C; and Thursday, 
April 13, in the Kirkhof Center, room 204. 
Both presentations will run from noon-1 p.m. 
Register for either session online at www.gvsu. 
edu/worklife. 
Photo display shows GLBT 
parents and families 
"Love Makes a Family," an exhibit of photo-
graphs of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
parents and their families, will be on display in 
the lobby of Kirkhof Center all day on April 13 
and 14. (The show closes at 4 p.m. on Friday, 
April 14.) 
The exhibit, which is also appearing at other 
Michigan universities during April, is sponsored 
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at Grand Valley by the GLBT Resource Center, 
through the Dean of Students Office. 
A reception for the show will be held from 4-6 
p.m. on Thursday, April 13, in the Kirkhof Center 
lobby near the Women 's Center, room 161. 
For more information, contact Milt Ford at 
fordm@gvsu.edu or xl3114. 
VAGTC hosts 1 Basics of 
NAFTA1 seminar 
The Van Andel Global Trade Center at Grand 
Valley is holding a seminar to improve under-
standing of NAFTA documentation and help 
companies determine whether their products 
qualify for NAFTA preferential treatment. 
The seminar is geared toward companies that 
currently export or sell domestically to compa-
nies that export to Canada or Mexico or that are 
required to offer a NAFTA Certificate of Origin 
for the goods they sell. 
The event is April 20 in the Cook-De Vos Center 
for Health Sciences. Registration begins at 8 a.m. 
and the seminar runs from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
cost is $300 for non-member and $175 for mem-
bers . A $50 late fee will be applied after April 
13. To register, visit www.vagtc.org. 
The presenter will be Sonja Johnson, associate 
director of the Van Andel Global Trade Center. 
Her 14 years of experience has been spent con-
sulting with companies, establishing global pur-
chasing contracts and international supply chain 
strategies, as well as developing import record-
keeping and compliance systems. 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Don Uzarski, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, was interviewed by 
the Detroit Free Press regarding his research 
on the impacts of beach maintenance activities 
and vegetation removal on Great Lakes coastal 
wetlands. 
Fred Antczak, dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, was interviewed by WGVU 
Radio for a story about faculty sabbaticals. 
Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, 
appeared on WOOD-TV Channel 8's "To the 
Point." 
Sketches 
Patrick M. Colgan, assistant professor of geol-
ogy, gave a presentation, "Field Relationships 
Between Lake Michigan Lobe End Moraines 
and Glacial Lake Chicago Sediments in 
Southern Muskegon County, Michigan," at 
the Michigan Academy of Sciences, Arts, and 
Letters meeting at Oakland University. He also 
wrote an article, "Cosmogenic Radionuclide 
Evidence for the Limited Extent of Last Glacial 
Maximum Glaciers in the Tanggula Shan of the 
Central Tibetan Plateau," published in the jour-
nal Quaternary Research. 
Reva Kasman, assistant professor of math-
ematics, coordinated a session, "Everyone's a 
Critic: An Example of Writing Assignments 
in Advanced Mathematics Courses," at the 
Eighth Annual Chicago Symposium Series 
on Excellence in Teaching Mathematics and 
Science at Loyola University. 
Patrick Shan, assistant professor of history, 
wrote an article, "From Warriors to Farmers: 
The Changing Social Status of Manchu and 
Mongol Bannermen on the Heilongjiang 
Frontier, 1905-1931," published in American 
Journal of Chinese Studies and another article, 
"A City That Emerged from the Northern 
Wilderness: Business and Harbin, 1898-1931," 
which was published in Chinese Business 
History. 
Janet Vail, associate professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, received a recogni-
tion award from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality for writing the Michigan 
Environmental Education Curriculum Support 
Air Quality Unit for middle school students. She 
has presented air quality workshops for middle 
school teachers and at the Michigan Science 
Teachers Association Annual Conference in 
Lansing. 
Roy Cole, associate professor of geography 
and planning, gave a presentation, "Africa's 
Demographic Momentum, 1950 to 2100: 
The Africanization of the World?" at Grand 
Valley's African and African American Studies 
Perspectives lecture series. He also presented a 
paper, "The Use of Cellular Automata-Markov 
Chain Analysis to Predict Land Use Change 
around a Village in Mali," at the annual meeting 
of the Association of American Geographers in 
Chicago. 
WGVU Productions earned four awards from 
the Michigan Associated Press Broadcasters 
Association. "Surviving Auschwitz: Children 
of the Shoah" was named Best News 
Documentary; "Petra: A Near East Marvel" 
earned an Honorable Mention in the News 
Documentary category; "High Gear 2005" 
earned the Best Enterprise/Investigative 
Reporting award; and "Ask the Tall Ship 
Expert" received a Best Feature Story award. 
continues on page 4 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Monday, April 10 
Noon: History Colloquium. Engaging Students 
in Writing the History of Women at GVSU, 
by Kathleen Underwood. 1041 MAK. Call 
xl3298 for more information. 
4:30 p.m. : University Club Annual Dinner. 
Meadows Restaurant. Call x 13592 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Jazz Orchestra with 
director Tim Froncek. LAT, PAC. Call 
xl3484 for more information. 
Tuesday, April 11 
8 a.m.-6 p.m.: Student Scholarship Day. HH. 
Call xl8655 for more information. 
11 :30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Work Life Connections 
Program. Alzheimer's Support Group. 201 
KC. Call x12215 for more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Elena Kuschnerova, 
pianist. CDC. Call xl3484 for more informa-
tion. 
Noon-6 p.m.: American Red Cross Blood Drive. 
Pere Marquette Room, KC. Call xl2360 for 
more information. 
4:30-8:30 p.m.: MEECS Workshop. Individuals' 
Impact on Land Use, by Margo Dill. 303 HH. 
Call x12267 for registration information. 
8 p.m. : Music Concert. University Band with 
conductor Barry D. Martin. LAT, PAC. Call 
x 13484 for more information. 
Wednesday, April 12 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. Long-Term Care Insurance. 303 DEV. 
Call x12215 for more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call xl2204 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Varsity Men and Select 
Women's Ensemble, with conductors Charles 
Norris and Janice Dudley. LAT, PAC. Call 
xl3484. 
Thursday, April 13 
All day: Allies and Advocates Art Exhibit. Love 
Makes a Family. KC Lobby. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. Long-Term Care Insurance. 204 KC. 
2-4 p.m.: African/ African-American Perspectives 
Event. Language of Dress, by Steeve 
Buckridge. 308 PAD. Call x18110 for more 
information. 
Friday, April 14 
All day: Allies and Advocates Art Exhibit. Love 
Makes a Family. KC Lobby. 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information. 
VENTS 
9 a.m.-noon: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. Framed! Investigate an Intriguing 
Mystery & Master Decision Making 
Strategies. Session Two of Two. 215/216 KC. 
Call x12215 for more information. 
Saturday, April 15 
2 p.m.: Music Concert. GVSU Chamber 
Orchestra, with conductor Brian Asher 
Alhadeff. CDC. Call xl3484 for more infor-
mation. 
Sports 
Tuesday, April 11 
3 p.m.: Men 's tennis hosts Northwood 
University. 
Wednesday, April 12 
2 p.m.: Baseball hosts Northwood Unjversity. 
Friday, April 14 
3 p.m.: Softball hosts Mercyhurst College. 
Saturday, April 15 
1 p.m.: Softball hosts Gannon Unjversity. 
2 p.m.: Baseball hosts Northern Kentucky 
University. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
Cindy Hull, professor of anthropology, wrote 
a book chapter, "From Field to Factory and 
Beyond: New Strategies for New Realities in 
a Yucatecan Village," published in Cultures 
Through Case Studies : Continuity, Change, and 
Challenge. 
Gerry Simons, associate professors of econom-
ics, wrote an article, "Will Michigan Gain from a 
Stronger Yuan?" pubhshed in the Grand Rapids 
Business Journal. 
Paul Isely and Gerry Simons, associate pro-
fessors of economics, gave a presentation, 
"International Mergers and Acquisitions: Effects 
on Auto Industry Patenting," at the Eastern 
Economic Association annual conference in 
Philadelphia. 
Roger Wilson, associate professor of education, 
was education program chair for the Michigan 
Academy of Science, Arts and Letters annual con-
ference at Oakland University in Rochester. He 
also presented a paper, "The Rise of Intelligent 
Design and the Battle Over Science Curriculum 
Standards." He continues as education program 
chair for the 2007 conference. 
Curtis Dean Smith, associate professor of 
Modem Languages and Literatures, presented 
a paper, "Su Shih's Quest for the Land of 
Taoist Immortals," at the annual meeting of the 
American Oriental Society in Seattle. 
Judi Corr, assistant professor of anthropol-
ogy, co-wrote a book chapter, "Behavior and 
Personality in the Study of Successful Aging," 
published in the Handbook of Models for Human 
Aging. 
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at Annis 
Water Resources Institute, wrote an invited 
review of a book, Respiration in Aquatic 
Ecosystems, published in the Journal of Plankton 
Research. 
Russell Rhoads, associate professor of anthro-
pology, gave two presentations, "The Chavez 
Agenda: Questions of Labor in the Venezuelan 
Andes," at the Latin American Studies 
Association Annual Conference in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico; and "Using FYC Outcomes in 
Anthropology," at the Conference on College 
Composition and Communication in Chjcago. 
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annjs 
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation on 
round gobies to the Michigan Sea Grant Regional 
Fishery Workshop in Grand Haven. 
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was selected to be a member 
of the Water Environment Research Foundation's 
Exploratory Team and will help develop the 
following research challenge: "Effective, 
Measurable, Watershed-Based Methodology 
to Sustainably and Cost-Effectively Manage 
Stormwater." 
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